tion and displacement of millions of Africans, many of whom still live in unhealthy conditions in refugee and internally displaced persons camps.
4
Th irty years after the adoption of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (hereinafter: "African Charter"), 5 recognizing fundamental human rights such as the right to life, integrity and dignity of the person (Articles 4 and 5), Africa still witnesses fl agrant violations of these rights that often amount to 'the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole'.
6 More often than not, the perpetrators of these violations are never brought to justice. Also often, they apparently consider themselves to be above the law. And yet without the perpetrators facing justice, the cessation of the cycle of violence cannot be attained. Only through justice can sustainable peace be achieved.
In line with this premise, the twentieth century has recorded a grand endeavour in the pursuit of justice: the establishment of ad hoc international criminal tribunals to try alleged perpetrators of specifi c confl icts and a permanent international criminal court as a global response to the unspeakable atrocities that occur worldwide. Th e International Criminal Court (hereinafter: "ICC" or "the Court"), which is the focus of the present chapter, is committed to fi ghting impunity for perpetrators of the most serious human rights abuses and international humanitarian law violations.
7 By so doing, it contributes to the prevention of these crimes.
8
As former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan stated on the occasion of the adoption of the Rome Statute, the establishment of the ICC is 'a gift of hope to future generations, and a giant step forward in the march towards universal human rights and the rule of law'. 
